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This piece is an interactive timeline on the Maui 
fires, it provides a detailed, chronological 
breakdown of the catastrophic event. Visually 
documenting key moments, it reports the fire's 
ignition and follows its rapid spread—
showcasing the devastation through maps, 
images, and video clips. 

The timeline contextualizes the fire within 
broader discussions on emergency responses, 
climate change, and the impact on local 
Hawaiian communities, particularly Native land. 
The piece is a powerful visual narrative that 
highlights socio-political, environmental, and 
cultural implications of the disaster.

The page opens up with a eight part collage screen showcasing vivid 
imagery from the Maui wildfire—combining real-life footage of the fire, 
local responses, and aerial views. This visual in itself is deeply impactful. 
It sets an urgent tone, establishing  the intensity of the event. Providing a 
strong contextual foundation, it offers a dynamic preview of the 
destruction, while establishing the human impact of the disaster. This 
approach helps draw the audience into the unfolding narrative visually 
and emotionally.

The narrative structure of the Maui fire piece masterfully intertwines 
factual information with real-life accounts, creating an emotionally 
compelling and powerful narrative of the disaster. By presenting the 
events in a logical, linear progression, the timeline allows readers to 
easily follow the unfolding of the tragedy, even if they are unfamiliar with 
the landscape of Hawaii—both physical and socio-political. 

The use of maps and satellite images help situate the fires 
geographically, meanwhile, photos and videos from affected individuals 
bring the catastrophe to a human scale, grounding the data in personal 
experience.

From a visual perspective, the layouts are clean and communicate 
effectively. Text blocks are optimised for readability, with contrast 
between background and text.

A balance between visual and text elements allows the narrative to flow 
smoothly, while maintaining a sharp focus on the content. The images 
and videos are seamlessly integrated and don’t clutter the screen or 
overwhelm the reader.
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Negative Findings

The article becomes somewhat overwhelming due to its length and the 
sheer volume of information presented. With numerous detailed events 
and data points, the lack of clear grouping or section breaks makes it 
harder for readers to digest all the content smoothly. The absence of 
concise summaries or thematic clusters results in a continuous stream of 
information that can be challenging to navigate, particularly for those 
less familiar with the subject, potentially leading to information fatigue 
as the piece progresses.

In addition to this, long scrolls can become tiresome for users, especially 
on mobile devices, where navigation precision can be tricky. Long scrolls 
pose another issue as they can sometimes suffer from slow load times, 
especially with heavy media like videos and dynamic maps.

Visual treatment wise, underlining text has been used to demarcate both 
headings as well as external links. This can cause the reader a certain 
degree of difficulty.

A grey highlight has been used to call attention to time stamps on 
various events, however since the background of the entire text block 
is a low opacity black box, this doesn’t effectively accentuate 
the information.
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smoothly, while maintaining a sharp focus on the content. The images 
and videos are seamlessly integrated and don’t clutter the screen or 
overwhelm the reader.

A yellow line has been used to mark two different elements in the article 
visually (a fleeing residents’ paths and the evacuation alert boundary). 
Although a key has been provided each time, it can be a point of 
confusion in the reader’s experience. 
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Reflections and/or Recommendation Suggestions

This article displays several key elements of effective information 
communication. A strong hook draws the audience in, while a sequential 
flow ensures that the narrative is easy to follow. Mixing factual data with 
first-hand accounts humanizes the story, making it more potent. Most 
importantly, the sensitive nature and grave intensity of the event has 
been respected despite the graphic treatment applied to the content. 

Additionally,breaking complex information into digestible parts helps the 
reader absorb and retain large chunks of information, preventing 
overwhelming or disengaging experiences. 
 
I believe this visualisation could be improved by allowing a certain 
degree of customisation that would help users navigate the timeline. 
Users might want to explore specific events or accounts in the timeline, 
so a more modular structure with filters would enhance usability. 
 
On the visual front, more distinction within text elements and the actions 
graphic tools are assigned would make the overall experience smoother. 
For instance, underlines could be used only to depict words that contain 
an external link, while headings could be made of a larger size than the 
body text.
Similarly, different colours could be assigned to depict things like 
residents’ paths and evacuation areas. Readability and accentuation 
of text could be treated better by ensuring contrast and notable
value differences. 

In conclusion, the article effectively draws the reader in and provides a 
thorough understanding of the event. With a few minor adjustments, I 
believe the reader’s experience could improve and aid in presenting 
complex information with clarity alongside emotional depth.
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